Neighborhood History and Character

Europeans traveled to the Grand River valley in the 1820s and 30s along established Indian trails (Hinsdale). One of these “heavily timbered” paths from the city of Kalamazoo via Green Lake became Kalamazoo Avenue (Baxter, p. 76). Kalamazoo (earlier called Bostwick Lake Road or State (Baxter, p. 548) became an important thoroughfare as a wagon road in the 1840s and as a stage coach route in 1850 (Lydens, p. 124). Kalamazoo Avenue lost a competition with Division Avenue to become a “plank road” (which was completed in 1855) to the city of Kalamazoo (Baxter, p. 523-526). The former Boston House Restaurant at 1353 Kalamazoo was a stagecoach stop on the route from Grand Rapids to Lowell (Samuelson, and Schrier, p. 204).

Valley City Cemetery southwest of Hall and Eastern was created in 1859 and was joined to Oakdale Hill Cemetery (north of Hall) in 1885 (Goss, p. 596, Vander Mark, http://mygrandrapids.info/paris_cem.htm). 

“Oakdale Park” was described as a residential “green spot” “outside of the city” in the late 1800’s (Baxter, p. 407). Baxter hoped Oakdale Park would eventually include a “pleasant park” “dedicated to the public”.  Early landowners in the neighborhood included Louis Campau (purchased property in 1835), Abby and William Parsons (purchased in 1844), and Isabella and George Chesebro (purchased in 1858) (Chapman, p. 1290-1300). Other landowners in the area included well-known names such as J.D. Alger and G.W. Griggs (Belden & Co., p. 16). The north end of the neighborhood was platted in 1873. Most of the neighborhood was platted by 1888 (Michigan Plat Maps). The entire neighborhood was annexed to the City of Grand Rapids in 1891 (Vander Mark, http://www.mygrandrapids.info/Annexations.htm). 
The railroad brought creative industry to the neighborhood.  The tracks were built in 1888 by the Detroit, Lansing and Northern Railroad which became the Detroit, Grand Rapids and Western Railroad in 1896 and the Pere Marquette Railroad in 1899 (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Michigan_railroads). An “Oakdale Park” depot and post office was operated near the corner of Eastern and Crofton (Ogle, 1907, p. 32) as the first stop out of Grand Rapids on the Lake Odessa route (Michigan Supreme Court, p. 128. Romig, p 409). The depot building was eventually moved to Holland, Michigan (Wagenaar, p. 2)

The Reeds Lake Suburban Line branched off the main railroad line just east of Eastern Avenue and traveled northeast along the Silver Creek. This track was used from 1894 to 1924 by the Consumers Ice Company at Reeds Lake where 500 men cut 22” blocks of ice and transported them to Grand Rapids and the Chicago meat packing plants.  The track was also used by coal and lumber yards at Lake Drive and Breton (Bennett, p. 19, 20).  Silver Creek was encased in a 6’ x 10’ culvert by a WPA project during the Great Depression (Van Andel, p. 51).
In the late 1800s Oakdale Park became one of several suburban neighborhoods populated by Dutch immigrants (Vanderstel, 1983, p. 26). A Reformed church was established in 1888 (Baxter, p. 333) on Adams near Kalamazoo (1024 Adams). St. Marks Episcopal Church founded an Oakdale Park mission in 1888 at the corner of Blaine and Cottage Grove (Baxter, p. 298). Oakdale Park Christian Reformed Church was formed at Hancock and Butler in 1890 as the eighth Christian Reformed congregation in Grand Rapids (Goss, p 1234, Knight). Oakdale Christian School was formed in 1892 and was housed at 1013 Temple just west of Kalamazoo (1912-1930 Sanborn Map). Oakdale [Public] School was originally a four-room school house located at 1043-1047 Oakdale between Blaine and Kalamazoo (Goss, p. 333; Ogle &Co., p. 33).
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Figure 1: Fire and Ladder Truck produced in the neighborhood (Source: Baker, p. 151)
The neighborhood has long been a center of innovation and creativity. Numerous furniture factories (Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps) once lined the railroad tracks that skirt the southern edge of the planning area including:

· Haney School Furniture Company (1876-1968) (northwest of Boston and Blaine)

· Gunn Furniture Company (1890-1958) (southeast corner of Cottage Grove and Blaine)

· National Woodenware Company (1903-1914) (northeast of Boston and Marshall)

· Sterling Furniture of Grand Rapids (1926-1934) (northeast of Boston and Marshall)

· Grand Rapids Lounge Company (1933-1940) (northwest of Boston and Blaine)

· Michigan Frame Company (?-1941) (northwest of Boston and Blaine)

The neighborhood housed the Michigan Fire Ladder and Truck factory that produced a fire truck and ladder combination that allowed firemen to be elevated to sixty five feet in less than a half a minute. The ladder could also be “tilted in any direction and used where it would be impossible to operate an ordinary ladder.”  The Michigan Fire Ladder and Truck factory began operation in the neighborhood in 1888 (Baxter, p 500, Baker, p. 151, http://www.google.com/patents?id=HqZxAAAAEBAJ&dq=sutherland+fire+ladder)

The neighborhood has housed numerous construction enterprises including:

· Oakdale Coal and Wood Company (1500 Kalamazoo) (~1919-)

· Lockwood Lumber Company (NE Corner of Eastern and Boston)

· Marquette Lumber Company , Oakdale Lumber Company and Keegstra Lumber Company (1505 Kalamazoo) (1916-
· Kuizema Hardware (805 Oakdale) (Kuizema, p. 40) (1905-)

· Chao’s Boston Square Hardware (1603 Kalamazoo) (~1931-~1940)
· Grande Brick Company (1508 Kalamazoo/1452 Fuller) (~1912-~1960) (Federal Writers' Project, p. 306, Hanko)

· Eugene Davis Greenhouses (1464 Kalamazoo) (~1919-~1926) (Ogle, p. 33)

· Thalen Lumber (1534 Kalamazoo) (~1940-

· DeVries Hardware (1254 Kalamazoo) (~1949-
Other small businesses once active in the neighborhood include:

· Automatic Stores Vending Machines (1260 Kalamazoo) (~1931-~1940)

· bakery
· on Temple between Butler and Marshall

· 1549 Kalamazoo (~1931-
· barber/beauty shop

· 1220 Kalamazoo (~1931-

· 1255 Kalamazoo (~1931-~1940)

· 1307 Kalamazoo (~1931-

· 1480 Kalamazoo (~1931-~1940)

· bicycle shop (1313 Kalamazoo)

· blacksmith (1501 Kalamazoo) (~1919-~1926)

· doctor offices (1209 Kalamazoo) (~1931-)

· drapery shop (1254 Kalamazoo) (~1931-~1940)

· dairy/creamery (1449 Kalamazoo) (~1940-

· gas stations

· 1267 Kalamazoo (~1940-

· 1425 Kalamazoo (~1926-

· 1480 Kalamazoo (~1940-

· 1501 Kalamazoo (~1931-

· 1602 Kalamazoo (~1931-

· grocery

· 1126 Kalamazoo (~1926-~

· 1201 Butler (1913-)

· 1209 Kalamazoo (~1919-~1926)

· 1253 Kalamazoo (~1931-

· 1260 Kalamazoo (~1919-~1926)
· 1353 Kalamazoo (~1919-~

· 1548 Kalamazoo (~1919-

· 1551 Kalamazoo (~1931-

· 1562 Kalamazoo (~1931-~1940)

· Plumb Supermarket (1460 Kalamazoo) (~
· GR Savings Bank (1209 Kalamazoo) (~1926-~1949)

· Kinsel’s Candy Store (

· Oppenhuizen Meat Market (1253 Kalamazoo) (~1919-~)

· pharmacy

· 1161 Kalamazoo (~1940-

· 1601 Kalamazoo) (~1931-~1940)

· printing

· 1216 Kalamazoo (~1931-

· 1469 Kalamazoo (~1940-

· sheet metal works

· 1258 Kalamazoo (~1926-~1940)

· 1313 Kalamazoo (~1926-

· sewing machine repair (1353 Kalamazoo and 1548 Kalamazoo)

· shoe repair
· 1232 Kalamazoo (~1931-1940

· 1254 Kalamazoo (~1940-

· 1548 Kalamazoo (?)

· 1607 Kalamazoo (~1931)
· variety store (1553 Kalamazoo) (~1931-~1940)

[image: image2.jpg]by name, to go home with her son,
who was coughing. There was a small
annex at the back of the church, where
the teenaged boys sat. On occasion he
would order an elder to go to the an-
nex, called the “chicken coop,” to stop
the boys from playing cards.

The celebration of communion was
quite different in those days. The non-
professing members, even the chil-
dren, sat in the side pews, and those
who would be taking communion sat
in the center. They went forward and
sat at a table to participate. It was a
very solemn occasion. They dressed

in black, as if they were attending a
funeral. The consistory members and
former consistory members went to
the first sitting. No one else dared to
go. No one wanted to go to the third
sitting. That was too humiliating. So
almost everybody tried to rush down
to the second sitting. I remember that
I'was not allowed to talk to my mother
on the way home. I had to walk se-
dately and silently. I had no idea that
one could celebrate as well as com-
memorate the glorious act of our Sav-
ior’s redemption.

By the time I was in high school, our

church was becoming too large for
one minister to handle. There were a
Dutch and an English service in the
morning, another Dutch service in the
afternoon, and the second English
service at night. It was like having two
congregations in one. So in July 1925,
thirty-seven families from Oakdale
CRC and two from Sherman Street
CRC began the English-speaking con-
gregation located on the corner of
Fuller and Noble.

Rev. Herman Kuiper was the minis-
ter at Oakdale at that time. I made
profession of faith before I entered
high school but had no idea what that
entailed. At the last catechism class
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Figure 2: Korfker Grocery at 1201 Butler SE (Source: Korfker, p. 38)
The neighborhood is currently home to several important construction and fabrication businesses including: 

· Standard Lumber and Supply (1535 Kalamazoo) (~1926-
· Modern Hardware (1500 Kalamazoo) (~1931-
· Snow Wood Specialties (1035 Cottage Grove)

· Plumb Woodworks (1045 Cottage Grove)

· Advance Plating and Finishing (840 Cottage Grove)

· HCP Finishing (1516 Blaine)

· Landman Insulation Company (818 Boston)

· Vanguard Manufacturing (950 Boston)

The Boston Square Merchants played baseball at the baseball diamond at the northeast corner of Fuller and Boston (Van Andel, 1990).
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