Report on the Oakdale Forestry Project
July 1, 2008

Trees are essential to the vitality of a neighborhood. They cool the
neighborhood, improve walkability, and increase property values. They are
particularly important along the commercial corridor as an aesthetic
enhancement and a traffic-calming measure. A survey of the Oakdale
neighborhood in 2005 indicated the need for more than 200 additional
street trees in the parkways of the neighborhood.

American Linden 3
Oakdale Neighbors consulted with several experts to ?:Lrj]:)rkgacl:(herr g
choc_Jse appropriat_e tree species for this p_roject. Dr. Flame Amur)l(/laple 1
David Warners, Biology professor at Calvin College, Hackberry 8
Brian Hiemstra of Bartlett Tree Experts, and Doug Hawthorn 2
Cole of Katerberg VerHage Landscape all provided Hedge Maple 5
useful advice. Oakdale Neighbors attempted to .;t;:g)jiry i
seleqt trees that were native to Michigan. The Red Maple 17
species selected and the number planted are shown Redbud 2
in Figure 1. Scarlet Oak 2

Shumard Oak 2
In April 2008 the City of Grand Rapids planted 41 ?;\ﬁ;‘igr\mgelgak %O
trees for the project along Kalamazoo Avenue TOTAL P 66
between Hall and Boston. In June, Oakdale

Neighbors contracted with Katerberg VerHage
Landscape to plant and mulched 25 additional trees.
A TreeGater™ watering bag was installed on each
tree. Figure 2 is a map of tree locations.

Figure 1: Tree Species Planted

In June 2008 teams of youth spent two days watering some of the trees and
planting donated annual and perennial flowers around most of them. The
volunteers spread
woodchip mulch
around the 41
Kalamazoo
Avenue trees.




Over the last several months,
Oakdale Neighbors has
recruited 42 neighborhood
residents, businesses, and
church members to adopt
trees and commit to watering
them regularly. Some of these
tree adopters are more reliable
than others. Oakdale
Neighbors is placing
commemorative laminated
cards on most trees indicating
the type of tree and the name
of the tree “adopter”.

RapidGrowthMedia.com covered this project with a short story at
www.rapidgrowthmedia.com/developmentnews/trees0626.aspx.

A financial report is included in the appendix.
For more information on this project, please contact:

Tom Bulten, Executive Director
Oakdale Neighbors

1260 Kalamazoo SE

Grand Rapids, Ml 49507

Email: tom@oakdaleneighbors.org
Phone: 616-248-2848




66 Trees in the Oakdale Neighborhood
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Figure 2: Tree Locations




Appendix: Financial Report

To date, Oakdale Neighbors’ revenue for the Oakdale Forestry Project has been
$12,820. Expenses have been $3,695.08. Other bills have yet to be paid.

Actual Revenue and Expenses as of July 1, 2008

REVENUE ACTUAL
Dyer-lves Foundation $6,750
Frey Foundation $5,000
Fuller Area Neighbors $500
Individual $10
Individual $10
Individual $10
Individual $100
Individual $25
Individual $25
Individual $50
Individual $100
Business $200
Individual $20
Individual $20
TOTAL $12,820
EXPENSES ACTUAL
Personnel/Administration $2,470.00
60 TreeGator watering bags $975.00
tree brochures $43.97
garden hoses $20.23
garden hose ends $10.56
lamination for tree plagues $22.00
stakes for trees $4.29
hose supplies for trees $16.38
7 TreeGator watering bags $132.65
TOTAL $3,695.08

Expected Revenue and Expenses

REVENUE EXPECTED
DNR Community Forestry $2,000
EXPENSES EXPECTED
Personnel/Administration $3,000
Trees $2,000
Trees $6,250



