
Oakdale Park Church and D&W on 
Burlingame make bread available through 
Oakdale Neighbors every Wednesday. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
This weekend Mayta was reunited with her daughter and two grandchildren.  
Mayta and seven neighbors had arrived in Grand Rapids the week before. Their 
homes—in New Orleans—had flooded, and they had been rescued by helicopter.  
On Friday afternoon Oakdale Neighbors received a telephone call.  Two housing 
units in the neighborhood were needed by 6:00 PM for eight evacuees from New 
Orleans. Oakdale Neighbors, Lighthouse Communities, and Oakdale Park Church 
cleaned and started furnishing the apartments.  By 5:00 PM furniture was arriving 
from the Oakdale Neighbors’ office, neighboring churches, and the Red Cross 
House. By evening the apartments were starting to look like homes for our new 
neighbors.  In the post-hurricane confusion, Mayta’s daughter and her children 
had ended up in Houston.  But they were reunited with Mayta by a volunteer pilot 
that flew them to Grand Rapids. 
 
Oakdale Neighbors will be interacting with these 
families and others from New Orleans that may be 
settling in our neighborhood. They’re joining a 
neighborhood that has a few problems but lots of 
potential. Oakdale Neighbors’ role is to discover, 
connect, and develop the skills and resources in this 
neighborhood.  Discovering and developing these 
resources enables families and individuals to 
improve their lives. Connecting the resources 
weaves the neighborhood into a community of 
people serving one another.  Oakdale Neighbors 
offers some relief in times of crisis. Our greater 
calling, however, is to empower this neighborhood 
to reflect God’s image. 
 
What a Great IDeA! 
Last year Peter Anyak established an individual development account with 
Oakdale Neighbors. Peter is a refugee—one of the Lost Boys of Sudan.  He has 
been saving a small percentage of his earnings each month. In July he reached his 
savings goal of $1000.  With a $2000 match (from government and foundation 
sources) Peter enrolled in Northern Michigan University to pursue a bachelors’ 
degree in Public Administration and Environmental Science.



Peter Anyak visits the White House before 
his enrollment at Northern Michigan 
University. 

Individual development accounts provide matches for savings 
that are used to further education, purchase a house, or develop 
a small business.  Five individuals with Oakdale Neighbors 
IDAs have reached savings goals. Two of them have purchased 
homes, one has started a small business, and one—like Peter—
is continuing her education. Several other individuals have 
started saving in IDAs, but Oakdale Neighbors has 10 accounts 
yet to establish.  If you know of anyone that wants to save in an 
individual development account, please have them contact 
Larrine Reinhart at Oakdale Neighbors. 
 

Finally, allow me to introduce myself as the 
new executive director of Oakdale Neighbors. 
I joined the Oakdale Neighbors team in June. 
Lisa and I live about a mile north of here; I 
grew up about a mile south of here—so I feel 
quite at home in this neighborhood.  Lisa and I facilitated community 
development in Uganda, East Africa, for seven years.  I was involved in 
community development in Grand Rapids while earning a masters’ degree in 

geography and urban affairs from Michigan State University.  I’m excited about working with 
this neighborhood to create an environment that glorifies God and models his Kingdom. 
 
We welcome you to join us in this work. We would love to use your time or expertise in a project 
or on a regular basis. Your financial contribution is much appreciated. We’ve incurred expenses 
helping to resettle families that had to leave New Orleans.  Please indicate “Katrina” on your 
check to contribute to our Katrina fund. All other contributions will be used to create a vital and 
vibrant community in the Oakdale Neighborhood. 
 
 
 
In his service, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Bulten, Executive Director 
Oakdale Neighbors 


