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What Happened this Year? 
You’ve helped us achieve several 
results this year: 
 
Family Asset Development 
·  Ten individuals participated in Life 

Group. 
·  Ten individuals searched for 

employment or created a résumé. 
·  Tax returns were completed for 

140 area 
residents securing 
$189,000 in tax 
credits and 
refunds. 

·  Eleven individuals 
graduated from 
The Money Map 
financial 
management 
course. Nine 
opened savings 
accounts and 
were eligible for a 50% match of 
savings from Macatawa Bank. 

·  Six individuals saved in Individual 
Development Accounts toward the 
purchase of education or 
business.  Three have used their 
matched savings to pay for a 
college education.  One used his 
savings to build his small 
business. 

 
Community Building 
·  A community garden was 

strengthened at Adams Park 
Apartments. 

·  Teams of youth spent 70 hours 
maintaining perennial beds along 

Kalamazoo Avenue. 
·  41 families participated in a 

neighborhood cleanup using 
dumpsters provided by the City of 
Grand Rapids.  

·  Plans for a neighborhood café 
were developed. 

·  An AmeriCorps member has 
joined Oakdale Neighbors to 
coordinate a corridor planning 
process. 

 

 
 

Shaping Our Square  is 
Taking Shape 
Shaping Our Square is a year-long 
opportunity to dream about the future 
of our neighborhood. This effort is a 
joint project of Oakdale Neighbors, 
Fuller Area Neighbors, Southeast End 
Neighborhood Association, and the 
Boston Square Business Association

A Neighborhood Café Update  
For almost two years, Oakdale Neighbors has been dreaming 
about creating a neighborhood café—a place for neighbors of all 
types to gather and interact.  A recent neighborhood market study 
concluded that more than $8,000,000 is “leaking” out of the 
neighborhood in expenditures at similar establishments elsewhere 
in the city.  We’ve accumulated more than $90,000 for this project, 
including grants from the ICN Foundation and the Grand Rapids 
Community Foundation. Unfortunately, this is not enough to fully 
capitalize this business.  Soon we’ll need to consider returning 
donations to these foundations and others that have contributed 
to the project.  If you would like to see a neighborhood café, 
please contact us to explore how it could happen: Tom Bulten at 
248-2848 or tom@oakdaleneighbors.org. 



Almost 50 neighborhood stakeholders gathered in November 
to launch the Shaping Our Square planning process. 

with funding from the Dyer-Ives Foundation 
and the Grand Rapids Community 
Foundation. The process was launched 
with a light dinner and community meeting 
on November 27 attended by nearly 50 
neighborhood residents and stakeholders.  
Over the next 6 months, participants in the 
process will examine opportunities for the 
neighborhood in land use, business and 
employment, health and wellness, youth 
and children, and more. 
 
Boston Square is an important gateway to 
the city. Shaping Our Square will mobilize 
neighbors to reshape the gateway for 
2025. This neighborhood has tremendous 
potential. We look forward to unlocking that 
potential. 

 

Tax Refunds and Credits 
Imagine trying to support your family of 
four on about $12,000 per year.  This is 
your annual income working fulltime at 
minimum wage. Fortunately, your family is 
eligible for almost $4,500 through the 
Earned Income Tax Credit.  In February, 
Oakdale Neighbors will be helping families 
secure this credit and others.  We’ll also be 
offering a second Money Map class, 
encouraging neighbors to budget and save 
some of their money.  If you feel 
comfortable with a computer and want to 
help prepare tax returns, please call us at 
248-2848.  We’ll provide the training and 
other resources you’ll need to volunteer. 

 

 
You and Oakdale Neighbors 
You might support Oakdale Neighbors 

because you love this neighborhood 
and its people.  You might support this 
work because you enjoy being part of 
innovative community development 
experiments.  Whatever the reason, 
your support is valuable.  Individual 
gifts comprise 25% of Oakdale 
Neighbors’ revenue.  That means your 
gift is multiplied three times before it is 
used in the neighborhood.  Thank you 
for your role in this work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Tom Bulten , Director 
 Oakdale Neighbors  

AmeriCorps member, Azizi Jasper, helps 
neighborhood residents identify what they like 

best about the neighborhood. 

Christine Helms-Maletic describes a similar 
planning process in the Midtown 

neighborhood. 


