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New Life in the Oakdale
Neighborhood

Christmas is a celebration of the new life
available in Christ. We can experience this
new life in our attitudes, in our relationships,

x
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and in our sense of mission or
purpose. May the life and light
of Christ fill you this Christmas
season.

Oakdale Neighbors’ mission is
to create a neighborhood of
vitality and grace—a place

brimming with new life. You've helped us

nurture new life in the Oakdale
neighborhood this past year:
- 66 trees were planted in the

What's Coming Up Next Year?
Oakdale Neighbors is starting a time bank—a
system to help neighbors share their skills
and talents with one another. We hope you

will join, so stay

tuned for
details.

In February
we’'ll have
volunteers
preparing tax

returns again.

E‘ Leopold benches will be
= placed in frontyard sitting
%A gardens.

We've compiled The Block Book to help
Lampposts be leaders on their blocks.

neighborhood. Another 50 tree
seedlings were distributed.

- Tax returns were completed for

206 area residents securing
$219,000 in tax credits and
refunds.

- 38 households received

recycling bins for curbside
recycling.

- 28 block contacts or

“Lampposts” were identified.

- 18 individuals graduated from

the Life Group life skills class.

- 4 individuals graduated from The Money
Map financial management class.

- 12 individuals received homeownership
counseling certified by the Michigan State
Housing Development Authority.

- Dozens of households were assisted by
two neighborhood clean-up events.

- Neighbors met four times to imagine the

neighborhood in 2030.

- Volunteers spent numerous hours planting
perennials, distributing fliers, mulching

trees, and more.

Lamppost Luncheon Trainings will be

every third Saturday,
January through
May. Call us if you
would like to
participate.

We'll be creating
“frontyard sitting
gardens” to help
neighbors socialize with
one another and
develop caring
relationships. Do you

know someone that can
help us put together
simple benches?

If you can give, please do...

Oakdale neighbors exists because people
like you care about the neighborhood or
want to be part of what we're doing
together. You can participate by sending
a check in the enclosed envelop. You can
donate with a credit card at
www.oakdaleneighbors.org.
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Thank you for joining us in this mission!

Discovering, Developing, and Connecting Skills and Resources
for a Neighborhood of Vitality and Grace

www.oakdaleneighbors.org



Fighting the Foreclosure Crisis

The national foreclosure crisis has hit the Oakdale
neighborhood hard. From 2004 to 2007 more than
16% of homes in the neighborhood were
foreclosed. In the first six months of 2008 another
25 homes were lost. A foreclosure means that the
person buying the home loses both the home and
the equity in it. Foreclosures reduce property values
and the tax base necessary for city and county
services like fire, police, road repair and community
health. Foreclosed properties are often vacant for
long periods of time. They deteriorate quickly, foster
neighborhood blight, and host crime.

Oakdale Neighbors is addressing this problem by
partnering with Foreclosure Response, a coalition
of 30 non-profit organizations, lending institutions
and governmental representatives working to
reduce the number of foreclosures in Kent County.
Seven Calvin College students have been talking to
residents in the neighborhood about resources
available to homeowners. Homeowners that have
missed even one mortgage payment are urged to
contact Home Repair Services at 241-2601 to talk
to a housing counselor.

Please pray for Oakdale Neighbors’ Larrine
Reinhart and her family. Her husband, Rex,
has been diagnosed with leukemia and will be
hospitalized for several weeks. Rex is a
former board member and treasurer of
Oakdale Neighbors. You can contact Larrine
and Rex at larrine@oakdaleneighbors.org.

Neighbors cleaned out garages and
basements on Cleanup Day in July. Three
van loads of cardboard and electronics were
recycled and 30 residents started curbside
recycling that day.

Kym Spring of Foreclosure Response and two Calvin College students
talking to residents of the Oakdale neighborhood.
Photo by Katy Batdorff. Copyright 2008 The Grand Rapids Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

How Your Donations Were Used
2007-2008 Revenue: $78,956

Businesses,
$1,575 Interest and Other,
Newsletters, $1,467

$7,163

Individuals, $9,281.

Foundations,

Church Partners, $47.356

$12,113

2007-2008 Expenses: $62,486

Activities, $922 —Postage, $685

Transportation,
$1,289

Office Supplies,
$1,221

Other, $646
Organization
Dewelopment, $437

Property, $2,542
Insurance, $1,814
Senices, $6,147

Supplies, $7,941 Payroll, $38,842

Oakdale Neighbors' board and staff
wish you a joyous new year!

Tom Bulten, Director
Oakdale Neighbors



